
From the Pastor 
     
      As I was trying to figure out what to write about this month, I came across this 
article by Emma Bombeck about mothers. Since Mother’s Day is in May, I thought 
you might enjoy reading it. 
 

When God Created Mothers 
When the good Lord was creating mothers, He was into His sixth day of 
“overtime” when the angel appeared and said, “You’re doing a lot of fiddling 
around on this one.” And the Lord said, “Have you read the specs on this  
order?” “She has to be completely washable, but not plastic; “Have 180        
moveable parts...all replaceable; “Run on black coffee and leftovers; “Have a lap 
that disappears when she stands up; “A kiss that can cure anything from a  
broken leg to a disappointed love affair; “And six pair of hands.” The angel 
shook her head slowly and said, “Six pair of hands...no way.” “it’s not the hands 
that are causing the problems,” said the Lord. “It’s the three pair of eyes that 
mothers have to have.” “That’s on the standard model?” asked the angel. The 
Lord nodded. “One pair that sees through closed doors when she asks, ‘what are 
you kids doing in there?’ when she already knows. Another in the back of her 
head that sees what she shouldn't but what she has to know, and of course the 
ones here in front that can look at a child when he goofs up and say, ‘I under-
stand and I love you’ without so much as uttering a word.” “Lord,” said the  
angel, touching his sleeve gently, “come to bed. You can finish tomorrow.” “I 
can’t,” said the Lord, “I’m so close to creating something so close to myself.  
Already I have one who heals herself when she is sick...can feed a family of six 
on one pound of hamburger...and can get a 9 year old to stand under a shower.” 
The angel circled around the model of a mother very slowly, “It’s too soft,” she 
sighed. “But tough,” said the Lord excitedly. “You cannot imagine what this 
mother can do or endure.” “Can it think?” “Not only think, but it can reason and 
compromise,” said the Creator. Finally, the angel bent over and ran her fingers 
across the cheek. “There’s a leak,” she pronounced. “I told You, You were  
trying to put too much into this model.” “It’s not a leak,” said the Lord, “It’s a 
tear.” “What’s it for?” “It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness, 
and pride.” “You care a genius,” said the angel. The Lord look somber. “I didn’t 
put it there.” 

To all the mothers and to those who give motherly love, have a 

blessed Mother’s Day! 

Pastor Bruce 
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Worship Schedule 

May - Aug. 

9:00 LqP Worship 

10:00 LqP Sunday School 

10:45 Garfield Worship 

 

͠ 

Garfield Lutheran Church 

2018 180th Street 

Madison, MN 56256 

 

͠ 

Lac qui Parle Lutheran 

Church 

2339 236th Street 

Dawson, MN 56232 

320-752-4216 

www.lqplutheran.org 

 

͠ 

Pastor Bruce Bringle 

Home - 320-598-3857 

Cell - 507-381-7301 

 

͠ 

Rhoda Johnson 

secretary@lqplutheran.org 

 

͠ 

If you know someone who 

would like to be included on 

the newsletter email list or 

the postal mailing list, please 

email the church secretary 

at 

secretary@lqpluthern.org 

with your request. 



 
 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
                        Garfield           LqP 
                

 April 2           42                            41 
April 5           50                            -- 

                                                                                         (Wed)  
April 9           60                            70 
April 13          --                             69  

                                                                                 (Maundy Thur)   
April 14          28                            -- 

                                                                                   (Good Friday) 
April 16          120                         84  

                                                                                       (Easter) 
                                                                                        April 23          108                             
                                                                       (Confirmation Sunday) 

~ACOLYTES FOR MAY 
                            For Garfield         For LqP  
May 7              Nick Thompson                    Aric Gruwell              
May 14            Jalynn Popma                                                      
May 21            Pastor/ Usher     
May 28            Pastor/ Usher  

 

USHERS- Please remember to get a count of the people at the worship services and write it down. We do make use of the 

attendance—we have to report it in the parochial reports to the ELCA, and it helps in next year’s preparation as to how many  
bulletins to prepare, Communion to get ready for, etc., especially on holidays in the church.  Thanks!  
 

SPRING SPLASH!! 

ALL women are invited to the first ever “Spring Splash” which will be held on Wednesday, May 17th.  The morning event will be 

from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. at St John’s Lutheran Church in Madison and will include a brunch (egg bake, fruit, muffins, coffee & juice), 

devotions, music and our featured speaker, Pastor Jennifer Thul and her “laughing yoga”.  The evening event will be from 5:30 – 

7:30 p.m. at Calvary Baptist Church in Madison and will include dinner (chicken salad croissant, vegetables with dip, dirt salad, cup-

cakes, coffee & lemonade), devotions, bell ringing and our featured speaker, Amy Larson. Amy is a life coach and the author of 

“Help, I’m Buried in the Underwear Drawer” devotional.  Several area churches are helping sponsor/host this event.  Tickets are 

$7.00 for the morning event and $7.00 for the evening event, both are different so you will really enjoy both if your schedule al-

lows.  Advance tickets can be purchased at United Prairie Bank and KLQP Radio Station in Madison or from any committee mem-

ber; Linda Anderson, Pastor Elan Hacker, Ethel Shelstad, Joanne Abramowski, Denise Anderson, Colleen Olson, Karin Moen and 

Sister Kay Fernholz.  

Congratulations, Graduates! 
We congratulate and send our best wishes to those who will be graduating from high school!  
Garfield graduates this year are: Clayton Patzer from Lac qui Parle Valley.   
Lac qui Parle graduates this year are:  Trevor Sigdahl from Lac qui Parle Valley.   
Congratulations from Garfield and Lac qui Parle churches!  
 
This is our prayer for you: “As you go on your way, may God go with you.  
May He go before you to show you the way.  
May He go behind you to encourage you,  
beside you to befriend you, above you to watch  
over, and within you to give you peace. In the  
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.” —John Ylvisakker, Lutheran Vespers  
 

~Garfield and Lac qui Parle will be honoring their high school graduates during the worship service on Sunday, May 21.  
A reception in the graduateôs honor will be held after the service at each of the churches.~ 

 

News for Both Churches  



 
 
 

Joint Council Meeting- April 5, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Bringle.  Devotions were given by Pastor Bringle. The agenda was ap-
proved. 
Old Business:  None 
New Business:   
A) There will be only one service Sunday April 23, Confirmation Sunday at Garfield at 10:00 a.m. On Confirmation  
Sunday Garfield will provide cake and coffee after church and order corsages for the confirmands. 
B)  Riverfest Sunday is June 25. Should one or both churches have services on this Sunday? This was tabled 
C) If there is an ecumenical service in Slen Park in Madison should we participate? This was also tabled until there is 
more information on this. 
D) LqP Lutheran will be having a church service on Sunday July 2 and not the Wed. before. 
E) It was brought up as a possibility to combine our Sunday Schools. Both churches are very interested and open to 
this. 
Garfield Council thanked Lac qui Parle Lutheran for their donation to the parsonage repairs. 
Next Joint Council Meeting:  August 9, at LqP Lutheran Church 
The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Benediction 
Kevin Olson, Garfield Lutheran Church Secretary 
 

FAVORITE HYMNS 

Do you ever come to church and wish that we could sing a certain hymn or song that is your favorite? Well, 
\YfYógėmcifėW\UbWYëė:cfėh\Yėacbh\gėcZė>ibY"ė>i`m"ėUbXė5i[igh"ėh\YėWcb[fY[Uh]cbėk]``ėg]b[ėYUW\ėGibXUmėgcaYė
hymns or songs that have been submitted by congregation members. Your hymns can be in our old Lutheran 
Book of Worship, our Evangelical Lutheran Worship, With One Voice, or another Christian song found else-
k\YfY$ė=Zė]hė]gėbchė]bėcifė\mabU`g"ėkYó``ėZ]bXė]hėUbXėdf]bhė]hė dfcj]XYXėkYė\UjYėWcdmf][\hėdf]j]`Y[Ygë $ėHcėgiV#
a]hėmcifėZUjcf]hYė\mabg%gcb[g"ė^ighėXfcdėUėbchYė]bėh\YėcZZYf]b[ėd`UhY"ėdihė]hė]bėF\cXUógėcZZ]WY"ė[]jYė]hėhcė
Pastor Bruce, or mail it. 

 
WORSHIP TIMES CHANGE  

 
Worship service times change in May! May to August, church will be at 9:00 a.m. at Lac qui Parle, 
with Sunday School at 10:00 a.m., and Garfield will have church at 10:45. 
 
                

                 ~SYNOD ASSEMBLY VOTING MEMBERS NEEDED FOR BOTH CHURCHES~ 

 
The SW MN Synod Assembly will be held Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10 at Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. Peter. Garfield is looking for one male voting member, and Lac qui 
Parle is looking for a voting member.  If Lac qui Parle sends only one, they can be either male 
or female.  If they send two, it needs to be one female and one male voting member.  If in-
terested, please talk to Pastor Bruce. 

             
                                            

News for Both Churches  



 
 
Church Records:  
CONFIRMED: Confirmed on Sunday, April 23 at Garfield were Rachel Bringle, Jessica Sigdahl, and Bella Stender.  Congratulations! 
TRANSFERS IN: On March 26 Garfield received into membership Sarah Bjornson from Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church of Benson, 

MN and Ashley Olson from First Lutheran Church of Britton, SD. Welcome!  

Graduation: Open house Graduation celebration for Clayton Patzer at his home, on Saturday, May 27 from 4:00 -8:00pm. --    

                             (1617 161st Avenue. Marietta)    
~NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AND COOKBOOKS AVAILABLE~ 

Copies of the 2017 Garfield Lutheran Church Directory are available!  Donations will be appreciated to defray the printing 

cost.  Thanks to all who contributed in any way to this project!  Also, the new Garfield cookbooks are here.  The cost is $15.  If you 

would like to purchase one, please contact Rose Weber at 320-598-3228, 320-212-9949, or by email at rose221@farmerstel.net. 

Also, when our new church directory was compiled, a name was inadvertently omitted from the list of confirmands- 1993-2017. 

Please add Travis Tracey Schacherer to the class of 2002.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA News 
The Garfield WELCA met on April 12, 2017 at 9 A.M. for a breakfast meeting.  Following the Table Prayer, breakfast was served by 
Elois and Lorraine.  

President Carla called the meeting to order ad opened with a prayer of gratitude and blessing.  The theme verse, II Corinthians 9:9 
was said in unison.  The group sang the theme hymn “Spirit of Gentleness”.  The Secretary’s report was read and accepted.  The 
Treasurer’s report was presented and accepted.  Total cookbooks sold so far - 253.  Thank You notes were read from the Harold 
Gritmacker and Deanna Jordahl families.  The Mission Action report stated that 9 women were present at the April Do-Day, 28 
quilts were finished and 7 boxes were packed for Marie Sandvik. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1.) Thank you to all workers who helped with Soup Day, yielding a profit of about $1,455 for our Mission gifts. 

2.)  Bibles ordered for the 3 confirmands are here. 

3.)  The WELCA Spring Gathering for the Lac qui Parle Conference will be Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at Big Bend Lutheran.  Registration 
is $8, 4 possible attendees from our group.  A $50 offering will be sent. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.)  The Southwestern MN Synodical Women’s Organization of the WELCA will meet Saturday, May 6, 2017 at  Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Redwood Falls.  A $50 offering will be sent. 

2.)  The WELCA 10th Triennial Convention will be held July 13-16 at the Minneapolis Convention Center. 

3.)  Church cleaning will be scheduled so it can be completed before the 125th Anniversary celebration.  A motion was made to hire 
the cleaning to be completed, this will take more time and cost more than past years.  A  special plea goes out to all of our members 
to help with a monetary cleaning donation to help cover this extra cost. 

4.) June is Pie Day at the MLH.  The Activities department there requested that we combine our Pie Day with the June Birthday cele-
bration.  We agreed to do that. 

5.)  The next meeting will be May 11 at 2 pm.  Servers are Patty Haugen and Lorna Johnson. 

PROGRAM: 

Pastor Bringle was present to help set up a video featuring sights, sounds and places in Germany and Switzerland, all of this to high-
light the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  Lorraine shared some insightful facts about Martin Luther and Huldreich Zwingli.  
She provided a Reformation Timeline to reinforce the video showing places where our Lutheran History began, these places can still 
be visited today. 

Offering was given, the Lord’s Prayer was prayed in unison.  The meeting was adjourned.   ~Mary Jo Patzer, secretary 

May Lectors Ushers Acolytes 
Altar & 
Flower 

Committees 
Videographers 

7 Jeri Popma Charles  
Storlein* 

Lynn  
Hanson, 
Harvey  
Weber 

Nick Thompson 

Mary Jo Patzer 
Carol Hanson 

Phyllis Storlien 

Clayton Patzer 

14 Michael Croatt Jalynn Popma Dean Stoks 

21 Jordan Connor Pastor/Usher Andy Gritmacker 

28 Carol Hanson Pastor/Usher Nick Thompson 

Garfield News  

mailto:rose221@farmerstel.net


LqP News  

May Lectors Coffee Ushers Projector Acolyte 

7 Karin Falness 
Rod Greseth &  

Linda Roder 
Jon Roisen & Dal-

las Kelly 
Rachael Lund Aric Gruwell 

14 Aric Gruwell Bob & Sue Lund Brendan & Aric Austin Ireland N.A 

нм Bob Lund 
Honor Graduates- Coun-

cil Serves  
Jon Roisen & 
Dallas Kelly 

Josh Falness N.A 

ну Lindee Olson 
Memorial Day  

weekend- no coffee 
Jon Roisen & 
Dallas Kelly 

Mark Roisen N.A 

CHURCH RECORDS 
First Communion: Addyson Dahl, Matti Gruwell, Nathan Gruwell, and Lindsey Lund  
received communion for the first time at the Maundy Thursday Service on April 13.  
KY`WcaYėhcėh\Yė@cfXógėHUV`Yëė 
 
LqP WELCA Report- May 

Four of attended the Conference Spring Gathering at Big Bend Lutheran Church.  The  program 

was a Pastor Bowman with “Hopeful Lessons on Lefsa” and he also got some beautiful sounds 

out of a saw. His lessons are on the card table in the narthex. 

On May 17th a new women’s organization will meet.  The morning session will be held at 9:30 to 
11:00 and will include a brunch, devotions, music, and a speaker “Laughing Yoga” by Pastor  
Jennifer Thul. 
The evening  session will be from 5:30 to 7:30 and will include a meal, devotions, music, and a 
speaker. Amy Larson.  She does a very useful presentation of getting rid of clutter. Watch the 
bulletin for more information.  Jackie Sigdahl is the contact person for Lac qui Parle. 
 
~Doris Graven 
 

Martha Circle- Wed. May 3rd at 9:30am at the home of Julie Turnberg 
Lydia Circle- May 10th at 1:30pm at the home of Doris Graven 
The WELCA Synodical Convention will be May 6th at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Redwood 
Falls. 
Mission Projects- May 17th at 1:00pm 
Our annual Friendship Tea will be held on May 24th at 7:00 p.m.  Watch the bulletin for what 
the program will be.   



 
 

Garfield Lutheran Church Council Meeting April 5, 2017 

 

Garfield Lutheran Church Council met April 5, 2017 at 8:30 p.m. Members present were Pastor Bruce Bringle, Becky 

Bjornson, Jim Connor, Carla Gritmacker, Cynthia Huse, Barb Ludvigson,  Kevin Olson, Mary Jo Patzer, and Gene  

Winkels. 

The meeting was called to order by council president Cynthia Huse.  

The secretary, financial secretary, and treasurer’s reports were read and approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Cynthia Huse has offered to be the female delegate to the SWMN Synod Assembly in June. We are 

still looking for one male delegate. A motion was made and approved to pay our Synod Assembly dues of $226. Gar-

field’s worship service time changes to 10:45 on May 7th. The Council approved and welcomed Bella Stender and 

Racheal Bringle for confirmation pending completion of their Confirmation studies.   

Garfield Church Women: Cookbook sales are going quite well. Do to Soup Days there was no WELCA Do Day  in March. 

WELCA will be in charge of organizing the cleaning of the church prior to the 125th celebration with the Church helping 

financial with the cost of cleaning. 
 

Trustee Report: A motion was made and seconded and approved to hire Weber Construction to shingle the Parson-

age roof, as to their bid of $11000 which includes removal and disposal of old shingles, new shingles, labor, seamless 

gutters, and gutter guards. The windows on the East side of the church are in need of replacing. Council approved the 

Trustees to go ahead an order and replace these windows including the storm windows on the outside. The Trustees 

will be also replacing the wood chips around the church with river rock. After discussion the Council set a fund raising 

goal of $40,000 for repairs to the Parsonage. A fund raising thermometer will be setup to show our progress on this 

project. Donations have been already been received for the Parsonage repairs and also for the Church Kitchen repairs. 
 

Old Business: The Agape Singers have been rescheduled to April 9th @ 7:00 pm. 

Centennial Committee Report: The committee has heard back from two Pastors. Most of the church directories have 

been delivered or sent out. 
 

New Business: Barb Ludvigson will check into getting someone to clean the church carpets. A bench is being pur-

chased and will be placed in the cemetery by the Harold Gritmacker Family as a memorial to Harold. 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday May 3rd @ 8:00 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 

The Benediction was said “May the Lord bless us and keep us..,                                                                                           

Kevin Olson, Council Secretary 

Garfield Lutheran Council Minutes  



 
 

April 2017 
 

The LqP Lutheran Church Council met on April 5th, 2017 at 9:00 p.m. following the joint council meeting at Garfield Lu-

theran Church. Members in attendance were: Pastor Bruce, Jeff Kleven, Jay Kleven, Al Simonson, Colleen Falness, Kerry 

Kelly, Tracy Dove, Jeff Marotzke, and Darin Lund. 

President Darin Lund called the meeting to order. 

The agenda and minutes from the March meeting were reviewed and approved.  

Presidents Report: 

Financial Report: Read and approved. $100 was sent to the Dawson Food Shelf. 

Pastor’s Report: The confirmation students will meet at LQP Lutheran on April 12th from 6-7:15pm to practice for the 

Maundy Thursday Service. This year there are four 1st Communion Students: Lindsey Lund, Addyson Dahl, Nathan and 

Mattie Gruwell. 1st Communion will be on Maundy Thursday.  

Deacon’s Report: The council members were thanked for helping with the Confirmation lunch. 

Trustee’s Report: There is a light out in the back of the church, a couple floor tiles loose on the south wall by the 

Sunday school room, the carpet on the steps is still not fixed, the back door in the basement needs fixing. 

WELCA Report: April 18th is the Spring Convention at Big Bend Lutheran Church. April 19th is Do Day. The layettes and 

quilts will be finished then.   

Youth/Parish Ed: The Sunday school students helped back the school bags. Last day of Sunday school is May 14 th.  

 Unfinished Business: Still need one male and one female delegate for the Synod Assembly June 9th and 10th at Gus-

tavus Adolphus College. The church covers the cost of this. 

 New Business: John Dove is the new church council Vice-President. Bryan Busch will be participating in the worship 

service on April 30th.  The tree on the north side of the church is rubbing the paint off. The digital player is wearing out. 

A new one will cost about $1,500. Discussion on whether it would be possible for the organ to do digital recordings. 

The foam on the microphone at the lectern is gone. This is causing sound to “crack.” Will look into replacing the foam 

pieces.  The Synod requests churches send with their delegates an offering to be taken at the Synod Assembly at the 

rate of $1.00 per baptized member. That would be $108.00 for Lac qui Parle Lutheran. Reminder that Lac qui Parle 

goes to 9:00 Worship beginning in May, with Sunday school at 10:00. 

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, May 10th, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Tracy Dove, Church Council Secretary 

LqP Lutheran Council Minutes  


